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March 5, 2026 
 
To: Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners 
 
From: Richard J Dragon, DMD 
 1234 Waterloo Lane 
 Gardnerville, NV 89410 
 Office:  775 782-9755 
 Cell: 775 721-9201 
 
Re:  NDHA request to amend NAC 631.210 
 
 
 
 
Dear members, 
 
As a matter of introduction, I am a long-standing practicing dentist in Gardnerville, NV.  
 
My history is such that I am a past-president of the Nevada Dental Association (NDA) 2018-2019, a 
previous Disciplinary screening officer for the Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners (NSBDE), past 
chairperson for the NDA Council of Government affairs as well as a previous delegate to the American 
Dental Association. 
 
I am writing this letter as a matter of concern involving the recent initiative coming from the Nevada 
Dental Hygiene Association intended to increase scope of practice for hygienists specifically involving 
NAC 631.210. 
 
Amended language has been proposed in section 2 stating “A dentist who is licensed in this State may 
authorize a dental hygienist in his or her employ to perform any duty, service, and/or task within the 
definition of dental hygiene at NRS 631.30, without supervision of dentist and/or any limitations. 
 
I find this amendment concerning since it further mentions in Section 2: (o) -(t) what those expanded 
duties would entail. Please remember that without supervision and/or limitations what is being 
requested can and should be considered unsupervised procedures that do require a diagnosis and even 
a treatment plan prior to any definitive and possibly irreversible actions taken on the part of a hygienist.  
 
The following questions need to be addressed: 
 

1. Sec 2 (p) “fabricate and place temporary crowns”. 

• A practicing dentist does not randomly place provisional restorations. They assess and 
determine if it is appropriate treatment for a problem presented to them. Questions 
must be asked: 
a. Is there a need for a radiograph? 
b. is the tooth cracked, badly broken down or infected requiring immediate removal 
c. is the tooth badly decayed and if so, what would be the most appropriate “next 

step” 



d. is it a provisional long-span restoration involving many teeth which would require 
understanding of occlusion as well as the stomatognathic system. Dentists have to 
deal with potential idiopathic induced myofascial pain issues as well as other 
temporomandibular disorders as the result of their altering occlusal relationships.  
 

2. Sec 2 (r) “perform nonsurgical cytological testing” 

• Assuming this is for biopsy procedures to determine definitive diagnosis for a neoplasm, 
there are additional requirements associated with taking on such a procedure 
a. A provisional diagnosis as well as an appropriate discussion of the lesion must be 

provided to a lab and an oral pathologist, along with the sample 
b. Once a histological description has been provided back to the doctor, the doctor 

must determine what additional steps are necessary and have a comprehensive 
understanding to inform a patient of those findings without inducing unnecessary 
concerns on the patient. 

c. This is completely out of a hygienist ’s scope of practice! 
 

3. Section 3. Unlimited and unsupervised use of lasers by a hygienist has liability concerns that may 
fall under insurance carried by the practicing dentist.  It could even go beyond what insurance is 
willing to cover. This bares light on the consequences associated with unintentional harm. 
 
 
I need to emphasize, what is being requested by the hygiene association is beyond their scope of 
practice, training or education, when considering potential harm to the public and possible 
liability for both the hygienist as well as the practicing dentist. Any procedure that is performed 
by a hygienist without direct or indirect supervision could prove to be indefensible. I personally 
have only had one hygienist who carried their own liability insurance, and as most of us are 
aware of such coverage provides little protection to the practicing dentist who carries much 
larger policies.  
 
The majority of Hygienists are hired by a dentist and expect the same treatment, benefits and 
protections all other employees are entitled to. They are an “at will” employee.  
 
Please understand the seriousness of this request and its potential consequences.  I ask that you 
deny this request from the NDHA. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Richard J Dragon, DMD 
Lic 2218 
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 A.B. 147 requires a licensee of the Board to establish a bona fide relationship, as defined 
by regulation of the Board, with a patient before providing services to the patient through 
teledentistry. (Section 10 of Assembly Bill No. 147, chapter 513, Statutes of Nevada 2023, at 
page 3323 (NRS 631.34583)) Section 2 of this regulation defines the term “bona fide 
relationship” for that purpose. Section 3 of this regulation prescribes: (1) the services that a 
dentist is authorized to provide through teledentistry; and (2) the requirements governing the 
issuance of a prescription through teledentistry. Section 3 also requires a dentist who provides 
services through teledentistry to maintain a list of dental providers to whom the dentist may refer 
a patient when in-person care is necessary. 
 A.B. 147 requires a licensee to obtain the informed verbal or written consent of a patient 
or the informed written consent of the parent or guardian of a patient, as applicable, before 
providing services through teledentistry. A.B. 147: (1) requires a licensee who is seeking such 
informed consent to provide certain information to the patient; and (2) authorizes the Board to 
prescribe by regulation additional information that the licensee is required to provide to the 
patient. (Section 10 of Assembly Bill No. 147, chapter 513, Statutes of Nevada 2023, at page 
3323 (NRS 631.34583)) Section 4 of this regulation requires a dentist who is seeking informed 
consent to the provision of services through teledentistry to provide to the patient: (1) his or her 
business contact information; and (2) certain information concerning the actions that will be 
taken in an emergency. Further, section 4 authorizes such a dentist to provide to the patient 
certain information relating to the services that may be provided to the patient and a copy of the 
license issued to the licensee by the Board. Section 4 also requires a dentist to obtain from a 
patient: (1) a signed acknowledgment that the patient received a notice of privacy practices 
required by federal law; and (2) certain information relating to the medical history of the patient 
and the manner in which the dentist will be compensated for the services. 
 Section 5 of this regulation prescribes the purposes for which a licensee may use 
teledentistry to collaborate with: (1) a physician, physician assistant or advanced practice 
registered nurse; or (2) a dentist who practices in a different specialty area. Section 5 also 
prescribes certain requirements to ensure communication between multiple licensees who are 
providing care to the same patient through teledentistry.  
 Section 6 of this regulation prohibits a dental hygienist who holds a special endorsement 
to practice public health dental hygiene from providing services to a patient through 
teledentistry. However, section 6 authorizes such a dental hygienist to consult with other 
providers of health care through teledentistry for certain purposes. 
 Existing law requires a dental therapist to enter into a written practice agreement with his 
or her authorizing dentist. Existing law prohibits a dental therapist from providing services 
outside the direct supervision of his or her authorizing dentist until he or she has obtained a 
certain number of hours of clinical practice as a dental therapist. (NRS 631.3122) Section 7 of 
this regulation requires a written practice agreement between an authorizing dentist and a dental 
therapist who has not obtained those hours of clinical practice to contain certain provisions 
concerning supervision of the dental therapist through teledentistry.  
 A.B. 147 provides for the issuance of special endorsements to authorize a dentist, dental 
hygienist or dental therapist to administer immunizations. (Section 15 of Assembly Bill No. 147, 
chapter 513, Statutes of Nevada 2023, at page 3325 (NRS 631.285)) Section 8 of this regulation 
defines the term “special endorsement” to refer to such a special endorsement. Section 9 of this 
regulation requires that an application for such a special endorsement include copies of certain 
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policies, procedures and plans required by existing law relating to the administration of 
immunizations. (NRS 631.2851) 
 A.B. 147 requires an applicant for a special endorsement to administer immunizations to 
have completed a course of training in the administration of immunizations. (Section 15 of 
Assembly Bill No. 147, chapter 513, Statutes of Nevada 2023, at page 3325 (NRS 631.285)) 
Section 9 requires that such a course completed by a dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist 
include at least 20 hours of instruction.  
 Section 10 of this regulation requires a dentist who holds a special endorsement to 
administer immunizations and who administers immunizations, or authorizes a dental hygienist 
or dental therapist to administer immunizations, to adopt written policies and procedures for the 
storage of immunizations. Section 14 of this regulation provides that the failure to ensure that 
each medication or immunization is returned to a safe, appropriate location at the end of each 
day constitutes unprofessional conduct for which a dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or 
expanded function dental assistant may be disciplined by the Board. 
 Section 11 of this regulation authorizes the holder of a special endorsement to administer 
only immunizations for influenza, COVID-19 and human papillomavirus. Section 11 also 
requires the holder of a special endorsement to: (1) make a certain report for the administration 
of certain immunizations to a child, as applicable; and (2) maintain a log of each immunization 
that the holder administers. Section 11 additionally requires a dentist who holds a special 
endorsement to ensure the availability and regular inspection of emergency equipment. Section 
11 clarifies that a dental hygienist or dental therapist is prohibited from issuing a standing order 
for the administration of an immunization.  
 A.B. 147 requires the holder of a special endorsement to administer immunizations to 
complete certain continuing education. (NRS 631.342, as amended by section 24 of Assembly 
Bill No. 147, chapter 513, Statutes of Nevada 2023, at page 3329) Section 12 of this regulation 
prescribes additional requirements governing continuing education for a dentist, dental hygienist 
or dental therapist who holds such a special endorsement. Section 13 of this regulation requires: 
(1) the holder of a special endorsement to administer immunizations who is requesting the 
renewal or reinstatement of his or her license to certify that he or she has completed the required 
continuing education; and (2) a dentist who provides services through teledentistry to certify that 
he or she possesses certain professional liability insurance required by A.B. 147. (NRS 
631.34581) 
 

 Section 1.  Chapter 631 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set 

forth as sections 2 to 12, inclusive, of this regulation. 

 Sec. 2.  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 3, for the purposes of NRS 

631.34583, “bona fide relationship” means a relationship between a patient and a dentist 

where the dentist has: 

 (a) Reviewed any available medical records of the patient, including, without limitation: 
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  (1) Any relevant information concerning a current illness; and  

  (2) Any diagnostic or radiographic records obtained within the immediately preceding 6 

months; 

 (b) Performed an in-person examination of the patient’s oral cavity within the immediately 

preceding 6 months for the purposes of diagnosing, assessing or determining the current 

medical condition of the patient or reviewed the medical records of such an examination that 

was performed within the immediately preceding 6 months by another licensee; and 

 (c) A reasonable expectation that he or she will provide follow-up care and treatment to the 

patient. 

 2.  In lieu of the examinations and the review of medical records described in paragraphs 

(a) and (b) of subsection 1, a dentist who is establishing a bona fide relationship with a patient 

through teledentistry under the circumstances authorized by subsection 1 of NRS 631.34583 

may perform a consultation with: 

 (a) The patient or, if the patient is a minor, with the parent or guardian of the patient, in 

which the dentist reviews the dental history of the patient before the licensee examines or 

treats the patient; or 

 (b) A dental hygienist who holds a special endorsement to practice public health dental 

hygiene and who has performed an in-person examination of the patient in which the dental 

hygienist reviews his or her findings from the in-person examination and the dental history of 

the patient with the dentist before the dentist examines or treats the patient. 

 3.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a bona fide relationship is not required 

to include the reasonable expectation of providing follow-up care and treatment to a patient as 

required by paragraph (c) of subsection 1 if the patient receives treatment in connection with a 
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public health program. A bona fide relationship is required to include the reasonable 

expectation of providing follow-up care and treatment to a patient who receives treatment in 

connection with a public health program if the public health program or any licensee who 

provides care to the patient bills for a comprehensive or periodic examination provided to the 

patient. 

 Sec. 3.  1.  Subject to the provisions of subsection 3, a dentist may provide only the 

following services through teledentistry: 

 (a) Consultation and recommending treatment. 

 (b) Issuing a prescription that he or she deems necessary to treat an emergent need of the 

patient. 

 (c) Providing a limited diagnosis based on information provided by the patient during a 

visit conducted through teledentistry. 

 (d) Determining the need for orthodontic corrections to address identifiable problems 

relating to the malposition of teeth, provided that the determination of the need for such 

orthodontic appliance is confirmed through an in-person visit before the patient begins using 

the orthodontic appliance. 

 (e) Remotely monitoring the correction of the position of teeth using orthodontic 

appliances. 

 2.  A dentist who provides services through teledentistry shall maintain a list of licensees 

to whom the dentist may refer a patient to receive services in person when necessary in 

accordance with subsection 2 of NRS 631.34585. 

 3.  A dentist shall not provide a service through teledentistry if the dentist is not authorized 

to provide that service in person. 
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 4.  A dentist who issues a prescription through teledentistry shall: 

 (a) Comply with the relevant provisions of chapter 639 of NAC; and  

 (b) Transmit the prescription by telephone or electronic transmission to the pharmacy 

designated by the patient. 

 Sec. 4.  1.  In addition to the information required by NRS 631.34583, a dentist who is 

seeking informed consent pursuant to NRS 631.34583: 

 (a) Must provide to the patient or his or her parent or guardian, as applicable: 

  (1) The business contact information of the dentist and any other dentist providing 

services to the patient through teledentistry, which must include, without limitation: 

   (I) The electronic mail address and telephone number of the dentist and the physical 

address of the office at which the dentist practices, if any; and 

   (II) Information that may be used to contact the dentist in an emergency; and 

  (2) The actions that the dentist will take in an emergency, including, without limitation, 

the contact information for the medical facility to be used in the event of a medical emergency. 

 (b) May provide to the patient or his or her parent or guardian, as applicable: 

  (1) A list of the services that the patient may receive through teledentistry and the cost of 

each service;  

  (2) A list of the services that the patient may receive through follow-up care and 

treatment and the cost of each service; and 

  (3) For the purposes of complying with the requirement to provide the patient or his or 

her parent or guardian, as applicable, with the license number of a dentist as required by 

subsection 3 of NRS 631.34583, a copy of the license issued to the dentist by the Board.  
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 2.  Before providing services to a patient through teledentistry, a dentist shall obtain from 

the patient: 

 (a) A signed acknowledgment that the patient received the notice of privacy practices 

required by 45 C.F.R. § 164.520; 

 (b) The relevant medical history of the patient; and 

 (c) If applicable: 

  (1) Information concerning the policy of insurance covering the patient; and  

  (2) A financial agreement for the compensation of the dentist. 

 3.  As used in this section, “medical facility” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 

449.0151. 

 Sec. 5.  1.  A licensee may use teledentistry to collaborate with a physician, physician 

assistant or advanced practice registered nurse, or the designees thereof, for the purposes of: 

 (a) Obtaining the relevant medical history of a patient; or 

 (b) Collaborating on the care of a patient. 

 2.  A licensee may use teledentistry to collaborate with a licensee who does not practice in 

the same specialty area for the purpose of: 

 (a) Obtaining the relevant medical history of a patient;  

 (b) Collaborating on the care of a patient; or 

 (c) Developing a plan for the treatment of a patient. 

 3.  When more than one licensee provides care to the same patient, any dentist who 

provides care to the patient through teledentistry shall: 
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 (a) Obtain from the patient, to the extent that the patient is willing to provide such 

information, the names and contact information of the other licensee providing care to the 

patient; and 

 (b) If the patient provides information to the dentist pursuant to paragraph (a): 

  (1) Communicate with the other licensees concerning the relevant medical history and 

care of the patient; and 

  (2) Provide all relevant information and recommendations concerning the care of the 

patient to the other licensees. 

 Sec. 6.  1.  A dental hygienist who holds a special endorsement to practice public health 

dental hygiene shall not provide services to a patient through teledentistry. 

 2.  A dental hygienist who holds a special endorsement to practice public health dental 

hygiene may use teledentistry for the purposes set forth in section 5 of this regulation or to 

consult with a dentist: 

 (a) Before providing in-person services to a patient; or 

 (b) When the patient requires treatment that exceeds the scope of practice of the dental 

hygienist. 

 Sec. 7.  In addition to the requirements of NRS 631.3123, the written practice agreement 

required by NRS 631.3122 between an authorizing dentist and a dental therapist who has not 

completed the hours of clinical practice under the direct supervision of an authorizing dentist 

required by subsection 1 of NRS 631.3122 must include, without limitation: 

 1.  Procedures for the supervision of the dental therapist through teledentistry; or 

 2.  A statement that all supervision of the dental therapist will occur in person. 
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 Sec. 8.  As used in sections 9 to 12, inclusive, of this regulation, unless the context 

otherwise requires, “special endorsement” means a special endorsement to administer 

immunizations issued pursuant to NRS 631.285. 

 Sec. 9.  1.  An application for a special endorsement must include, without limitation, 

copies of: 

 (a) The written policies and procedures for the handling and disposal of used or 

contaminated equipment required by paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 631.2851;  

 (b) The written plan for addressing emergencies required by paragraph (c) of subsection 1 

of NRS 631.2851; and 

 (c) A written plan for complying with the reporting requirements of NRS 439.265 and any 

regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

 2.  A course of training in the administration of immunizations completed by a dentist, 

dental therapist or dental hygienist to satisfy the requirements of NRS 631.285 must include at 

least 20 hours of instruction.  

 Sec. 10.  1.  In addition to complying with the requirements of NRS 631.2851, a dentist 

who holds a special endorsement and who administers immunizations, or under whose 

authorization a dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds such a special endorsement 

administers immunizations, shall adopt written policies and procedures for the storage of 

immunizations. 

 2.  The written policies, procedures and plans adopted pursuant to this section and NRS 

631.2851 must comply with all applicable provisions of chapter 639 of NAC. 
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 Sec. 11.  1.  A dentist, dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds a special 

endorsement may administer immunizations for influenza, COVID-19 and human 

papillomavirus. 

 2.  A dentist, dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds a special endorsement shall: 

 (a) Make the report required by NRS 439.265 and comply with any regulations adopted 

pursuant thereto. 

 (b) Maintain and update at least monthly a log of each immunization administered by the 

dentist, dental hygienist or dental therapist, as applicable. 

 3.  A dentist who holds a special endorsement and who administers immunizations, or 

under whose authorization a dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds a special 

endorsement administers immunizations, shall ensure that the equipment that may be needed 

in an emergency is: 

 (a) Present at the physical location where an immunization is administered and 

immediately accessible, as required by paragraph (c) of subsection 1 of NRS 631.2851; and 

 (b) Inspected at least quarterly to ensure that the equipment remains functional. 

 4.  A dental hygienist or a dental therapist may not issue or obtain a standing order for the 

administration of an immunization.  

 5.  As used in this section, “COVID-19” means: 

 (a) The novel coronavirus identified as SARS-CoV-2; 

 (b) Any mutation of the novel coronavirus identified as SARS-CoV-2; or  

 (c) A disease or health condition caused by the novel coronavirus identified as SARS-CoV-

2. 
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 Sec. 12.  1.  A dentist, dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds a special 

endorsement must complete at least 2 hours of continuing education each biennium on the 

role of immunizations in public health emergencies. 

 2.  The continuing education completed pursuant to subsection 1 may be used to satisfy 

the requirements of subsection 6 of NRS 631.342. 

 Sec. 13.  NAC 631.177 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 631.177  1.  When requesting a renewal or reinstatement of his or her license, each: 

 (a) Dentist shall submit a signed, written statement in substantially the following language for 

each year since his or her last renewal: 

 

 I, ................, hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained at least 20 approved hours of instruction in continuing education during the 

period July 1, ......, through and including June 30, ...... I also certify to the Board of Dental 

Examiners of Nevada that I am currently certified in administering cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation or another medically acceptable means of maintaining basic bodily functions 

which support life. 

 Dated this ........ (day) of ......... (month) of ......... (year) 

 

 .............................................................................. 

 Signature of Dentist 

 

 (b) Dental therapist shall submit a signed, written statement in substantially the following 

language for each year since his or her last renewal: 
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 I, ................, hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained at least 18 approved hours of instruction in continuing education during the 

period July 1, ......, through and including June 30, ...... I also certify to the Board of Dental 

Examiners of Nevada that I am currently certified in administering cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation or another medically acceptable means of maintaining basic bodily functions 

which support life.  

 Dated this ........ (day) of ......... (month) of ......... (year) 

 

 .............................................................................. 

 Signature of Dental Therapist 

 

 (c) Dental hygienist shall submit a signed, written statement in substantially the following 

language for each year since his or her last renewal: 

 

 I, ................, hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained at least 15 approved hours of instruction in continuing education during the 

period July 1, ......, through and including June 30, ...... I also certify to the Board of Dental 

Examiners of Nevada that I am currently certified in administering cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation or another medically acceptable means of maintaining basic bodily functions 

which support life. 

 Dated this ........ (day) of ......... (month) of ......... (year) 
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 .............................................................................. 

 Signature of Dental Hygienist 

 

 (d) Dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist shall submit proof of his or her current 

certification in administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation or other medically acceptable means 

of maintaining basic bodily functions which support life. 

 (e) Dentist, dental hygienist or dental therapist who holds a special endorsement issued 

pursuant to NRS 631.285 shall submit a signed, written statement in substantially the 

following language for each biennium since his or her last renewal: 

 

 I, ............, hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained the continuing education required by subsection 6 of NRS 631.342 and section 

12 of this regulation during the period July 1, ......, through and including June 30, 

.......... 

 Dated this ........ (day) of ....... (month) of ....... (year) 

 

                      

 ........................................... 

 Signature of Dentist, Dental Hygienist or Dental Therapist 

 

 (f) Dentist who provides dental services through teledentistry shall attest that he or she 

possesses the policy of professional liability insurance required by NRS 631.34581. 
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 2.  Legible copies of all receipts, records of attendance, certificates and other evidence of 

attendance by a dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist at an approved course in continuing 

education must be retained by the dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist and made available 

to the Board for inspection or copying for 3 years after attendance at the course is submitted to 

meet the continuing education requirements of the Board. Proof of attendance and completion of 

the required credit hours of instruction must be complete enough to enable the Board to verify 

the attendance and completion of the course by the dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist 

and must include at least the following information: 

 (a) The name and location of the course; 

 (b) The date of attendance; 

 (c) The name, address and telephone number of its instructor; 

 (d) A synopsis of its contents; and 

 (e) For courses designed for home study, the number assigned to the provider by the Board at 

the time the course was approved and the name, address and telephone number of the producer 

or author of the course. 

 3.  The second or subsequent failure of a dentist, dental therapist or dental hygienist to obtain 

or file proof of completion of the credit hours of instruction required by this section and NAC 

631.173 and 631.175 is unprofessional conduct. 

 4.  The Board will conduct random initial audits of dentists, dental therapists or dental 

hygienists and additional follow-up audits, as necessary, to ensure compliance with the 

requirements of this section and NAC 631.173 and 631.175. 

 Sec. 14.  NAC 631.230 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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 631.230  1.  In addition to those specified by statute and subsection 3 of NAC 631.177, the 

following acts constitute unprofessional conduct: 

 (a) The falsification of records of health care or medical records. 

 (b) Writing prescriptions for controlled substances in such excessive amounts as to constitute 

a departure from prevailing standards of acceptable dental practice. 

 (c) The acquisition of any controlled substances from any pharmacy or other source by 

misrepresentation, fraud, deception or subterfuge. 

 (d) The failure to report to the Board as required in NAC 631.155.  

 (e) Employing any person in violation of NAC 631.260 or failing to make the attestation 

required by that section. 

 (f) The failure of a dentist who is administering or directly supervising the administration of 

general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation to be physically present while a patient is 

under general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation. 

 (g) Administering moderate sedation to more than one patient at a time, unless each patient is 

directly supervised by a person authorized by the Board to administer moderate sedation. 

 (h) Administering general anesthesia or deep sedation to more than one patient at a time. 

 (i) The failure to have any patient who is undergoing general anesthesia, deep sedation or 

moderate sedation monitored with a pulse oximeter or similar equipment required by the Board. 

 (j) Allowing a person who is not certified in basic cardiopulmonary resuscitation to care for 

any patient who is undergoing general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation. 

 (k) The failure to obtain a patient’s written, informed consent before administering general 

anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation to the patient or, if the patient is a minor, the 

failure to obtain his or her parent’s or guardian’s consent unless the dentist determines that an 
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emergency situation exists in which delaying the procedure to obtain the consent would likely 

cause permanent injury to the patient. 

 (l) The failure to maintain a record of all written, informed consents given for the 

administration of general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation. 

 (m) The failure to report to the Board, in writing, the death or emergency hospitalization of 

any patient to whom general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation was administered. 

The report must be made within 30 days after the event. 

 (n) Allowing a person to administer general anesthesia, deep sedation or moderate sedation to 

a patient if the person does not hold a permit to administer such anesthesia or sedation unless the 

anesthesia or sedation is administered in a facility for which a permit is held as required by NRS 

449.442. 

 (o) The failure of a dentist who owns a dental practice to provide copies of the records of a 

patient to a dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or expanded function dental assistant who 

provided the services as an employee or independent contractor of the dentist when the records 

are the basis of a complaint before the Board. Nothing in this paragraph relieves the treating 

dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or expanded function dental assistant from the 

obligation to provide records of the patient to the Board. 

 (p) The failure of a dentist who owns a dental practice to verify the license of a dentist, dental 

therapist, dental hygienist or expanded function dental assistant before offering employment or 

contracting for services with the dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or expanded function 

dental assistant as an independent contractor. This paragraph must not be construed to provide 

that it is unprofessional conduct for a dentist who owns a dental practice to offer employment to, 
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or enter into a contract for services with, a dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or expanded 

function dental assistant who fraudulently misrepresents that he or she is appropriately licensed.  

 (q) The failure to record the name of the dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or 

expanded function dental assistant who provided the services in the records of a patient each 

time the services are rendered. 

 (r) The failure of a dentist who is registered to dispense controlled substances with the State 

Board of Pharmacy pursuant to chapter 453 of NRS to conduct annually a minimum of one self-

query regarding the issuance of controlled substances through the Prescription Monitoring 

Program of the State Board of Pharmacy. 

 (s) The failure to provide records of a patient to an investigator when required by NAC 

631.250. 

 (t) The failure of a dentist, dental therapist, dental hygienist or expanded function dental 

assistant to ensure that each medication or immunization in his or her control that is used in 

his or her practice is returned at the end of each day to a specified physical location that is 

safe and appropriate for the storage of the medication or immunization, as applicable. 

 2.  Conduct relating solely to a dispute over finances does not constitute unprofessional 

conduct.  
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agents” to mean using an ultrasonic scaling unit for the purpose of orthodontic care; and (2) “use 
an ultrasonic scaling unit on any natural tooth” to mean using an ultrasonic scaling unit for the 
purpose of dental cleaning. 
 Existing law requires an applicant for a license as an expanded function dental assistant 
to provide proof that he or she passed a written clinical examination given by the Board. (NRS 
631.31286) Section 3 of this regulation prescribes the written and clinical examinations that such 
an applicant must pass to satisfy that requirement.  
 Existing law requires an applicant for a license by endorsement as an expanded function 
dental assistant to complete any training the Board deems necessary to ensure the competence of 
the applicant. (NRS 631.31287) Section 4 of this regulation requires such an applicant to provide 
proof to the Board that he or she has: (1) passed certain examinations; or (2) successfully 
completed a course on restorative dental assisting that is approved by the Board. Section 5 of 
this regulation: (1) prohibits a dentist from supervising more than two expanded function dental 
assistants at one time; and (2) requires a dentist to develop and implement written protocols for 
expanded function dental assistants to follow in the event of a medical emergency. 
 Existing law requires an applicant for a special endorsement to practice restorative dental 
hygiene to complete a course on restorative dental hygiene. (NRS 631.288) Section 6 of this 
regulation requires that such a course be: (1) offered by an organization accredited by the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation; or (2) approved by the Board. 
 Existing law and regulations require an applicant for certain licenses to have passed a 
clinical examination approved by the American Board of Dental Examiners or a clinical 
examination administered by the Western Regional Examining Board. (NRS 631.240, 631.3121; 
NAC 631.090, section 3 of LCB File No. R072-22) Sections 8, 12, 13 and 20 of this regulation 
remove references to the Western Regional Examining Board from existing regulations because 
the Western Regional Examining Board has been merged into the American Board of Dental 
Examiners. 
 Existing law authorizes a dental assistant or expanded function dental assistant to perform 
certain tasks under the direct supervision of a dental hygienist with a special endorsement to 
practice public health dental hygiene. (NRS 631.287) Section 7 of this regulation requires a 
supervising dental hygienist to enter into a written practice agreement with a dental assistant or 
expanded function dental assistant before authorizing the dental assistant or expanded function 
dental assistant to perform any such tasks. 
 Existing law requires the Board to establish and collect certain fees relating to licensure 
as an expanded function dental assistant. (NRS 631.190, 631.345) Section 8 of this regulation 
establishes the fees to apply for, renew or reinstate a license as an expanded function dental 
assistant. Section 9 of this regulation requires an application for licensure as an expanded 
function dental assistant to include contents similar to other applications for licensure submitted 
to the Board. Section 11 of this regulation authorizes the Executive Director or Secretary-
Treasurer of the Board to reject an application for licensure as an expanded function dental 
assistant under the same conditions as those under which the Board may reject other applications 
for licensure. Sections 10 and 17-19 of this regulation make conforming changes to treat 
expanded function dental assistants similarly to dental hygienists for various purposes, including 
unprofessional conduct and obtaining a determination or an advisory opinion from the Board. 
 Existing law requires the Board to adopt regulations governing continuing education for 
expanded function dental assistants. (NRS 631.342) Sections 14 and 15 of this regulation 
require an expanded function dental assistant to complete at least 12 hours of continuing 
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education annually or at least 24 hours of continuing education biennially, depending on the type 
of license the assistant holds. Section 15 requires such continuing education to include 
instruction in certain subjects. Section 14 also: (1) requires an expanded function dental assistant 
to maintain certification in administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation or another medically 
acceptable means of basic life support; and (2) authorizes an expanded function dental assistant 
to receive credit for continuing education in the same manner as dental hygienists. Section 16 of 
this regulation requires an expanded function dental assistant to submit a signed, written 
statement concerning completion of the required continuing education in the same manner as 
dentists and dental hygienists.  
 

 Section 1.  Chapter 631 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set 

forth as sections 2 to 7, inclusive, of this regulation. 

 Sec. 2.  For the purpose of NRS 631.3129, the Board will interpret: 

 1.  “Use an ultrasonic scaling unit on any natural tooth” to mean using an ultrasonic 

scaling unit for the purpose of dental cleaning. 

 2.  “Using an ultrasonic scaling unit only for the removal of bonding agents” to mean 

using an ultrasonic scaling unit for the purpose of orthodontic care. 

 Sec. 3.  In order to fulfill the requirements of subsection 3 of NRS 631.31286 to pass a 

written clinical examination, an applicant for a license to practice as an expanded function 

dental assistant must pass:  

 1.  The written and clinical examination offered by the American Board of Dental 

Examiners, or its successor organization, for expanded function dental auxiliary; or  

 2.  All of the written examinations offered by the Dental Assisting National Board, or its 

successor organization, for certification as a Certified Preventive Functions Dental Assistant 

and a Certified Restorative Functions Dental Assistant. 

 Sec. 4.  1.  In addition to the requirements of subsection 1 of NRS 631.31287, an 

applicant for licensure by endorsement as an expanded function dental assistant must include 

in his or her application proof that he or she: 
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 (a) Has passed all of the written examinations offered by the Dental Assisting National 

Board, or its successor organization, for certification as a Certified Preventive Functions 

Dental Assistant and a Certified Restorative Functions Dental Assistant; or  

 (b) Has successfully completed a course on restorative dental assisting that is approved by 

the Board pursuant to subsection 2. 

 2.  The Board will approve a course on restorative dental assisting for the purposes of 

paragraph (b) of subsection 1 if the course is substantially similar in rigor and educational 

quality to a course on restorative dental assisting offered by the Dental Assisting National 

Board, or its successor organization. The Board will publish on an Internet website of the 

Board such courses that the Board has approved. 

 Sec. 5.  1.  A dentist may supervise not more than two expanded function dental 

assistants at one time. 

 2.  A dentist who supervises an expanded function dental assistant shall develop and 

implement written protocols for the expanded function dental assistant to follow if a medical 

emergency occurs. 

 Sec. 6.  1.  A course on restorative dental hygiene completed to satisfy the requirements 

of subsection 2 of NRS 631.288 must be: 

 (a) Offered by an accredited organization; or  

 (b) Approved by the Board pursuant to subsection 2. 

 2.  The Board will approve a course on restorative dental hygiene for the purposes of 

paragraph (b) of subsection 1 if the course is substantially similar in rigor and educational 

quality to a course on restorative dental hygiene offered by an accredited organization. The 
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Board will publish on an Internet website of the Board such courses that the Board has 

approved. 

 Sec. 7.  1.  Before a dental hygienist who holds a special endorsement to practice public 

health dental hygiene issued pursuant to NRS 631.287 may authorize a dental assistant or 

expanded function dental assistant to perform tasks specified in subsection 3 of NRS 631.287 

under his or her direct supervision, the supervising dental hygienist and the dental assistant or 

expanded function dental assistant, as applicable, must enter into a signed written practice 

agreement prescribing the tasks specified in subsection 3 of NRS 631.287 which the dental 

assistant or expanded function dental assistant is authorized to perform. 

 2.  A dental assistant or expanded function dental assistant practicing under the 

supervision of a dental hygienist with a special endorsement to practice public health dental 

hygiene may perform a task specified in subsection 3 of NRS 631.287 only: 

 (a) If the dental assistant or expanded function dental assistant, as applicable, is 

authorized to do so pursuant to the written practice agreement entered into pursuant to 

subsection 1; and  

 (b) In accordance with any limitations or procedures set forth in the written practice 

agreement. 

 Sec. 8.  NAC 631.029 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 631.029  The Board will charge and collect the following fees: 
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Application and examination fee for a site permit to administer general 

anesthesia, moderate sedation or deep sedation ................................................. ...........500

Fee for any reinspection required by the Board to maintain a permit to 

administer general anesthesia, moderate sedation or deep sedation ................... ...........500

Fee for the inspection of a facility required by the Board to ensure compliance 

with infection control guidelines ........................................................................ ...........250

Fee for a second or subsequent inspection of a facility required by the Board to 

ensure compliance with infection control guidelines ......................................... ..........150

Biennial renewal fee for a permit to administer general anesthesia, moderate 

sedation or deep sedation .................................................................................... ...........200

Fee for the inspection of a facility required by the Board to renew a permit to 

administer general anesthesia, moderate sedation or deep sedation ................... ...........350

Biennial license renewal fee for a general license or specialist’s license to 

practice dentistry ................................................................................................ ...........600

Biennial license renewal fee for a restricted geographical license to practice 

dentistry .............................................................................................................. ...........600

Biennial license renewal fee for a restricted geographical license to practice 

dental therapy or dental hygiene ......................................................................... ...........300

Biennial license renewal fee for a restricted geographical license to practice 

expanded function dental assistance ................................................................ ..........100

Biennial license renewal fee for a general license to practice dental therapy or 

dental hygiene ..................................................................................................... ...........300
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Biennial license renewal fee for a general license to practice expanded 

function dental assistance ................................................................................. ..........100

Annual license renewal fee for a limited license to practice dentistry, dental 

therapy or dental hygiene  .................................................................................. ...........200

Annual license renewal fee for a limited license to practice expanded function 

dental assistance ................................................................................................ ............75

Annual license renewal fee for a restricted license to practice dentistry ................ ...........100

Biennial license renewal fee for an inactive dentist ................................................ ...........200

Biennial license renewal fee for an inactive dental therapist or dental hygienist ... .............50

Biennial license renewal fee for an inactive expanded function dental assistant .............75

Biennial license renewal fee for an expanded function dental assistant who is 

retired or has a disability ................................................................................... ............50

Fee for a second or subsequent audit to ensure compliance with continuing 

education requirements ....................................................................................... ..........200

Reinstatement fee for a suspended license to practice dentistry, dental therapy or 

dental hygiene ..................................................................................................... ...........300

Reinstatement fee for a suspended license to practice expanded function 

dental assistance ................................................................................................ ............20

Reinstatement fee for a revoked license to practice dentistry, dental therapy or 

dental hygiene ..................................................................................................... ...........500

Reinstatement fee for a revoked license to practice expanded function dental 

assistance ........................................................................................................... ............25
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 (b) Is qualified to: 

  (1) Operate sterilization equipment and other equipment in compliance with the guidelines 

adopted by reference in NAC 631.178; and 

  (2) Perform all other applicable activities in compliance with the guidelines adopted by 

reference in NAC 631.178; and 

 4.  If the licensed dentist is registered to dispense controlled substances with the State Board 

of Pharmacy pursuant to chapter 453 of NRS, an attestation that the licensed dentist has 

conducted annually a minimum of one self-query regarding the issuance of controlled substances 

through the Prescription Monitoring Program of the State Board of Pharmacy. 

 Sec. 11.  NAC 631.050 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 631.050  1.  If the Executive Director or Secretary-Treasurer finds that: 

 (a) An application is: 

  (1) Deficient; or 

  (2) Not in the proper form; or 

 (b) The applicant has: 

  (1) Provided incorrect information; 

  (2) Not attained the scores required by chapter 631 of NRS; or 

  (3) Not submitted the required fee, 

 the Executive Director or Secretary-Treasurer shall reject the application and return it to the 

applicant with the reasons for its rejection. 

 2.  If the Executive Director or Secretary-Treasurer finds that an applicant has: 

 (a) A felony conviction; 

 (b) A misdemeanor conviction; 
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 Sec. 14.  NAC 631.173 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 631.173  1.  Each dentist licensed to practice in this State must annually complete at least 

20 hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education or biennially complete at 

least 40 hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education, as applicable, based on 

the renewal period set forth in NRS 631.330 for the type of license held by the dentist. Hours of 

instruction may not be transferred or carried over from one licensing period to another. 

 2.  Each dental therapist licensed to practice in this State must annually complete at least 18 

hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education or biennially complete at least 

40 hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education, as applicable, based on the 

renewal period set forth in NRS 631.330 for the type of license held by the dental therapist. 

Hours of instruction may not be transferred or carried over from one licensing period to another. 

 3.  Each dental hygienist licensed to practice in this State must annually complete at least 15 

hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education or biennially complete at least 

30 hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing education, as applicable, based on the 

renewal period set forth in NRS 631.330 for the type of license held by the dental hygienist. 

Hours of instruction may not be transferred or carried over from one licensing period to another. 

 4.  Each expanded function dental assistant licensed to practice in this State must 

annually complete at least 12 hours of instruction in approved courses of continuing 

education or biennially complete at least 24 hours of instruction in approved courses of 

continuing education, as applicable, based on the renewal period set forth in NRS 631.330 for 

the type of license held by the expanded function dental assistant. Hours of instruction may 

not be transferred or carried over from one licensing period to another. 
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 I, ................., hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained at least 18 hours of instruction in continuing education during the period July 1, 

......., through and including June 30, ........ I also certify to the Board of Dental Examiners 

of Nevada that I am currently certified in administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation or 

another medically acceptable means of maintaining basic bodily functions which support 

life.  

 Dated this ....... (day) of ......... (month) of .......... (year) 

 

 .............................................................................. 

 Signature of Dental Therapist 

 

 (c) Dental hygienist shall submit a signed, written statement in substantially the following 

language for each year since his or her last renewal: 

 

 I, ................, hereby certify to the Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada that I have 

obtained at least 15 approved hours of instruction in continuing education during the 

period July 1, ......, through and including June 30, ...... I also certify to the Board of Dental 

Examiners of Nevada that I am currently certified in administering cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation or another medically acceptable means of maintaining basic bodily functions 

which support life. 

 Dated this ........ (day) of ......... (month) of ......... (year) 

 



















































































































   

 
 

    

   

 
 

 

  

 

                
                   

           

 
 

 

       

              

 
                    

                 

       
      

            

      
   



  
      

                
                

              
       

                
 

           
 

     

          
            
               

                 
  

              
   

            
       

         
     

        
        

         

             
     

         
        

   

  
         

                    
                   

    
       

         

          
      



  
    

              

               
               

                    
             

       
                 

            
             

             

      

               
  

           
       

            
            

          
         

           
              

    

             
     

          

                    
                   

    
            

          
      



  
      

           

          

     

     

     

         

          

          

       

          

       

       

     

      

      

          

                    
                   

 
   

         

       
      



  
      

                 
                    

       
                 

         

              
         

              
               

             
     

            

  

                    
                   

    
     

      

          
      





































         
        

    

        
         

      
     

    
        
         

       
      

      
        

       
         

         
      
       
         

       
          

    

       
     
        

 



























         
        

    

        
         

      
     

    
        
         

       
      

      
        

       
         

         
      
       
         

       
          

    

       
     
        

 













 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
     

    
       

   
  

   

  
   

   

 

   
  

  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

    
      

  
  

 

  
 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

        

 

         

 

           

 

   

            



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  
 

    

                         

              
                      

             
             

               
             

               
                           

                  
                 

                 
            

             

              

              

                      

                     

                 

                
           

             

            

        
 

                 

              

 

 

 

 

               

         

          

  



 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

            
         

      
    

               

             

           

             

                

             
              

            
       

              

              

               

                

          

           

                  

              

 

              

  

   

            

                 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

   

                      

        

  

          

            

     
       

          
 

              

              

 

              
     

              

       

               

       

  

                

 

              

             

             

                 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

  
 
 

  

   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

       

             

            

           

  

           

                

    

              

                

        

              

            

                 

    

             

                  

        

          

             

            

 

 

 

 

 

  



    
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

    

            

              

               

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

               

  

            

    

          

      

              

         

              

       

            

      

 

 

 

 

 

              

           

  

             

  



 
 
 
 

 

 
   
 

                 
                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
                     

    

              

 

              

               

                   
          

              

            

           
                          

    
        

          

               
    

 

                

   

             

                 

                

             

                

          

           

  





 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

   

              

                 

   

   

          

        

               

     

          

              

               

              

          

       

     

      

               

    

    

    

         
       

       
    

  



  

          

             

         

               

            

             

            

           

            

       

          
                   

                   

          

       

     
    
    
    
   

     
  
       

 



               

        

            

        

           

       

                

             

          

  

        

            

             

           

 

           

            

          

      

 



            

              

            

 

            
 

           

        

             

              

               

              

        

            

         

             

             

             

            

    

      

 



   

             

             

            
   

           

            

             

        

           

         

            

            
      

               

            

          

              

    

             
  

             

           

 



 
  

          

          
   

             
   

              

   

         

             

           

             

     
  

    

                
    

          

           

         

 

              

           
  

            
                      

      
                 

 



     

         

        

            

        

    

              

           

    

           

          

   

 

        

      
                 

 









  
    

      
      

    

       

      
    

 

           
   

                  

       
           

    
     

   

 

   

 

  

             
    

      

  
 

 
  

 

  

      

       

          

           
      

 
 

    

               
    

           

          

             
  

     
          

    

    

         
  

 
     
    
        

    

           

 



   

                

          

                    

           
    

  

        
   

 
        

         

      
         

          

 

 

 
 

    
   

  

      
       

           
   

        

      

           

 

 

               
  

                    

   
    

 

 

            

              

      

     

             

                 

          

          
    

        

          

           

      

        

         

 



          

           

      

        
         

 



          

           

      

        
         

          

           

      

   

      
     

   

     

     
             

          

           

 

    
         

  
      

  
      

  

   

      

    

        

   

    

   

   

    

  
        

    

     

      

 



  
               

  
 
        

  

              
      

    

     

             

       

     

           

    

      

     

                

       

       

        

     

       

      

       

  
        

     

     

         

               

 







     
      
         
    

        
 

    

     

          

 

 

  
    

    
     

 

                   
                      

                     
                 

   

       













































































      
        

     
        

     
            

  

  
          

        

          
 

  
       

         

              
      

      

         

                 

               

              

             

        

  













              
              

    

             
                  

                  
                   

                  
               

                   
            

               
                 
                  

              
 

               
           

                
                 

              

   

      

                 
               

    

     

               
                  

                 
               

         

           

 
  











  
    

  
        

      
          

    
 

  

  

                     
                   
                   

                     
 

                      
                 

     

          
          

           

  





















 

            
            

            

   

   

             

       

               
  

 

  

     

   
      

   
       

 

 
                 

                  
                
                
              

            
              

               

             
        

        

           
            

 
            

    

  

      

              
     

          
           

          
    

         
           

  
          

   
            






